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FAVRE LEUBA LAURELS 


Makers of fine Swiss watches 


The watch 


that sets your 
memory free. 


== 


The superb Favre-Leuba Memo Raider rings 
when it’s time for an appointment, to catch a 
plane, to move your car. It is fully automatic, 
with date, also water resistant, shock protected 
and non-magnetic. 


FAVRE-LEUB 


Genéve 


FAVRE-LEUBA (U.K.) LTD. Registered No. 432640 England. 


Registered Office: 92 Oldftelds Road, SUTTON, Surrey, SM1 2NP Telegrams: Favreleuba, Sutton. Telex: 946049 Tel: 01-644 0105/8 








TONIGHT WE bring to an end yet another 
speedway season at Plough Lane and tradition- 
ally we close with the Laurels, now in its third 
year of sponsorship by the Favre-Leuba 
company. We welcome Mr. D. E. Pasche of 
Favre-Leuba (U.K.) Limited and his party of 
guests and thank them most sincerely for their 
continued support of a meeting which holds a 
special place in the history of Wimbledon 
Stadium. 

The Laurels, for the W.J. Cearns Memorial 
Shield, is one. of speedway’s oldest classic events. 
It was started some 37 years ago and after the 
war years took on a new stature in 1951. Many 
of speedway’s top names have won the trophy 
but of this evening's field only Dave Jessup is a 
Previous winner. 

The Favre-Leuba Company, makers of fine 
Swiss watches, will be Presenting cash awards to 
the top five riders and superb watches, valued 
at over £200, to the top three. Once again, ou 
thanks to them. 

This evening we shall! also be Staging a col- 
lection for the St. John’s Ambulance Brigade, 
who do such wonderful work for us all during 
the season. Speedway, quite frankly, could not 
continue without the support of this voluntary 
body and tonight we can show our appreciation 
by giving generously to their annual collection. 
On behalf of the riders and supporters, | thank 
the Merton division of the St. John’s for their 
invaluable contribution to speedway at Plough 
Lane this year. 

Next Thursday we shall be staging a Disco 
Evening here at the Stadium. Admission will be 
just 50p. 

A week later, November 11, will see the first 
of our regular winter Practice-training sessions. 
The Supporters Club will also be running a club 
evening EVERY Thursday throughout the close 
season and as well as participating in a number 
of activities you'll be able to watch riders going 
through their paces on the track. 

The Supporters Club also have details of 
various dances being staged this winter, and 
details are available from them. Dates to re- 
member include November 14 (a dance,) 
November 27 (a mini-honours ball) and the 
London Riders Honours Ball at the Seymour 
Hail on January 22. Tickets for this gala 
evening are priced £1.20p. 

Finally, let me say a warm “thank-you” to 
every one who has played a part in season ‘76 
 . . riders, supporters, track staff, etc. See you 
next March—if not before! 


Wimbledon Scene 


From the Manager’s Desk 











Confidence in Favre-Leuba is trust well-placed— 
for the following reasons:- 


Favre-Leuba quality embodies over two cen- 
turies of experience and tradition in high 
Precision watch-making. Thanks to its dynamic 
and enterprising research programme, this firm 
has consistently remained in the forefront of 
technical progress. Favre-Leuba has developed 
the BATHY 50, the only deep-diving under- 
water watch which gives both the depth and 
decompression levels along with the time. 
Favre-Leuba is also a leader in horologicat 
styling. It has won the first prize for watch 
styling in the chronograph and sport watch 
category at the competition organized for the 
Montreal Universal Exhibition. The Favre- 
Leuba guarantee is honoured in over 80 
countries in the five continents by qualified 
master watchmakers who have the necessary 
Parts, equipment and lubricants to give your 
watch the service it deserves. 

This is Favre-Leuba . . . the watch manufac- 
turers you can trust. 
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RIDERS AID FUND WINNING NUMBERS 


£8 £5 £3 £1 
0907-1782 
SET 33 0831 0904 0401 0973-0616 
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Meetings conducted by 
Wimbledon Stadium 
Limited, Plough Lane, 
London, SW17 OBL 
Telephone: 01:946 5361 





Meetings staged under the direction of 
John E. Cearns 
Roger J. C. Cearns 


Cyril Maidment 
Jack Rackett 
Alf Carter 
Frank Lawrence 






Speedway Manager 
Clerk of the Course 
Chief Pits Marshall 
Starting Marshall 








Machine Examiner Viv Harwood 





Announcer 
Medical Officer 
Dr. John Wall, MB, BS, D.Obst.R.C.0.G. 


Merton Div. of St. John Amb. Brigade in 
attendance Supt. F. G. Tucker, M.B.E. 





Ken Tozer 













All meetings held under the 
Speedway Regulations of the 
Speedway Control Board 





Four lap race: 1,234 yards 
Track Record: 58.5 secs:- 
Peter Collins 24.6.76 









Programme edited by Philip Rising, cover 
design by Mick Hooker, photographs by 
Mike Patrick, Trevor Meeks and Alf 
Weedon, printed by G.R.A. Property Trust 
Ltd. 
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LAURELS 
...the riders 


MARTIN ASHBY has earned a special place in 
the hearts of Wimbledon supporters this year 
with some sterling performances as a guest in 
the famous red and yellow. Obviously this 
talented and popular rider will be backed by 
strong vocal encouragement this evening as he 
attempts to win the Laurels for the first time. 

Dave Jessup, who has a fine record in 
individual competition, won the Favre Leuba 
Laurels in 1974 (with Ashby second) and was 
third behind Tommy Jansson arid Phil Crump 
a year ago. Dave has just completed his first 
season with Reading and always does well 
round Plough Lane. 

Gordon Kennett of the White City rates 


as one of the season’s most improved riders. 


Gordon didn’t score in the 1974 Laurels, 
managed nine points in 1975 and will start as 
one of the favourites this time. He, like 
Ashby, has been a guest for Wimbledon on 
many occasions this term. 

The Hackney contingent of Dave Morton, 
Barry Thomas and Zenon Plech know their way 
round Wimbledon and this could be the 
opportunity for Morton to snatch one of the 
sport’s bigger prizes. 

Bob Kilby has been a solid scorer for 
Swindon all season and on his day is as fast as 
any rider here at Wimbledon. Bob somehow 
fails to produce his best in top individial 
meetings but perhaps tonight he will be 
completely on song. 

Jim McMillan has had a hard season with the 
depleted Wolverhampton side but is always a 
welcome visitor to Wimbledon. He hasn‘t quite 
been his usual force over the past few months 
but this Favre-Leuba event could be the fillip 
he requires to recapture his best form. 

Bruce Cribb is yet another to have scored 
well for Wimbledon since the death of Tommy 
Jansson in May and he is a newcomer to the 
Favre-Leuba Laurels, Cribb of Cradley 
United had an outstanding campaign but 
victory tonight would put the icing on the cake 
for him. 

Richard Greer of the White City could shake. 


a few of the more fancied contenders and 


young Mitch Shirra (is he 17 or 18 years old?) 
will ruffle a few feathers as well. 

The Wimbledon riders are featured on pages 
10 and 11 in this programme. 








THE “LAURELS—Past ‘Winners 


1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 
1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 
1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 
1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 
1970 
4971 
1972 
1973 
1974 
1975 


AUB LAWSON 

RONNIE MOORE 

JACK YOUNG 

RON HOW 

RONNIE MOORE on ove 
RONNIE MOORE oon vos 
PEO SODERMAN ‘ . 
NO MEETING 

KEN McKINLAY 

RONNIE MOORE 

BARRY BRIGGS ee oes 
OVE FUNDIN ow oe 
BARRY BRIGGS see as 
BJORN KNUTSSON _... one 
BARRY BRIGGS ‘ie’ ove 
NIGEL BOOCOCK sod oo 
RAY WILSON : 
BARRY BRIGGS 

TREVOR HEDGE 

RAY WILSON 

OLE OLSEN 

OLE OLSEN aes 

OLE OLSEN os 
DAVE JESSUP “s 
TOMMY JANSSON 


QUIZ WINNERS 
The winners of the last Wimbledon quiz were Kevin Inns of Ruislip in Middlesex and 


as (West Ham and Australia) 
.(Wimbledon and New Zealand) 

a (West Ham and Australia) 
(Harringay and England) 
.(Wimbledon and New Zealand) 
...(Wimbledon and New Zealand) 
ton (Coventry and Sweden) 


(Leicester and Scotland) 
(Wimbledon and New Zealand) 
(Southampton and New Zealand) 
(Norwich and Sweden) 
(Southampton and New Zealand) 
a4 (West Ham and Sweden) 
«. (Swindon and New Zealand) 
cy (Coventry and England) 
ee (Long Eaton and England) 
(Swindon and New Zealand) 
(Wimbledon and England) 

HE: (Leicester and England) 
(Wolverhampton and Denmark) 
(Wolverhampton and Denmark) 
(Wolverhampton and Denmark) 
ea (Leicester and England) 
(Wimbledon and Sweden) 


M. Cairns of Ealing. Each receive two free tickets to Wimbledon’s opening fixture 
of 1977. Please contact the Speedway Office for confirmation. 





GULF BRITISH LEAGUE 1976 
(Up to, and including, Wednesday October 27) 
PWODL F A Pts. 
Ipswich 36271 81555 1252 55 
Belle Vue 35232101485 1241 48 
Exeter 36 232111460 1338 48 
Coventry 36212131446 1358 44 
Swindon 36194131462 1343 42 
Reading 36193141477 1325 41 
Hackney 36 200161392 1404 40 
Newport 36 19 1 16 1436% 1366% 39 
Cradley 36191161397 1408 39 
Poole 36181171391 1412 37 
Wolverhampton 36181171347 1456 37 
Hull 36 18 0 18 1469% 1331% 36 
White City 36 16 3 17 1437% 1367% 35 
King’s Lynn 36163171426 1275 35 
Halifax 36 14 1 21 1304% 1500% 29 
Wimbledon 36 12 321 1360% 1443% 27 
Sheffield 35121221273 1453 25 
Birmingham 36 7029 1196% 1603% 14 
Leicester 36 51301233 1571 11 


NEW NATIONAL LEAGUE 1976 


FINAL TABLE 

PWODL F A Pts. 
Newcastle 34301 31642 1007 61 
Ellesmere Port 34241 91446% 1196% 49 
Workington 34 20 1 13 1405% 1235% 41 
Canterbury 34200141344 1302 36 
Rye House 34 17 215 1357% 1205% 36 
Crayford 34171161354 1286 35 
Coatbridge 34171161316 1320 36 
Eastbourne 34170171361 1281 34 
Peterborough 34162161311 1260 34 
Berwick 34170171278 1360 34 
Stoke 34151181304 1340 31 
Boston 34151181298 1345 31 
Mildenhall 34151181270 1378 31 
Oxford 34141191257 1310 29 
Weymouth 34 11 221 1186% 1454% 24 
Paisley 34120221152 1492 24 
Scunthorpe 34111221184 1379 23 
Teesside 34100241163 1478 20 


WIMBLEDON SPEEDWAY present 


THE LAURELS 


(W.J. CEARNS MEMORIAL SHIELD) 


Sponsored by 
FAVRE-LE UBA Makers of fine Swiss watches 
Genéve 
No. RIDER 1 2 3 4 5 Total 
1. Mick Hines Wimbledon and England hey | Se | ey | 
2. Dave Morton Hackney and England eg Rie” ae a 
3. __ Gordon Kennett White City and England MAC i eee Pa 
4. Bruce Cribb Cradley Utd and New Zealand | 2 | j| [>-[ [| 
5. Martin Ashb Swindon and England a ice ee 
6. Ed Stangeland Wimbledon and Norwa PE Ss Ro Re ee 
7. Richard Greer White City and England Rok IS bh fos, hia 
8. Barry Thomas Hackney and England BE bw Rea mies 
9. Mitch Shirra Coventry and Australia (ES ES aS Be ea 
10. Roger Johns Wimbledon and England Ea a A ee 
11. Dave Jessup Reading and England i ae Ee eae 
12. Larry Ross Wimbledon and New Zealand | S{[2{}) {jj [| 
13. Zenon Plech Hackney and Poland PP SA Ry ae De 


14, Colin Richardson Wimbledon and England eo RF RL Vale hae 
15. Jim McMillan Wolverhampton and Scotland | % {| \ [2 [ [| 

























16. Bob Kilby Swindon and England EPS Re Rare eres SS 
17. Sill ere Hetito totit 
LE a ITPA i ee a Ke as a: 
Heat Substitute Helmet Finishing 
No. RIDER or Remarks Colour Position Points 
1 Mick Hines 
2 
70.4. 3 Gordon Kennett a ar 
i 4 Bruce Cribb secuocevegdareonses 
5 Martin Ashby 
7 Richard Greer 
6 Ed Stangeland - io. one =e 
8 Barry Thomas aa Rie vencadpavudeaacaet 
10 Roger Johns aaa vat apn aus sossnsveanatvnns 
11 Davedessup 
9 Miteh-Shirra 








12 Larry Ross 
15 Jim McMillan aa ie ves 
14 Colin Richardson at aie mavactvicthoossceal 

Bob Kilby sea ts i Peo 
Zenon Plech as se 
Zenon Plech ave 
1. Mick Hines ent ae isesdedcocbeccsteny 
Martin Ashby 5 ie i a Re scsene 
Mtiteh-Stri A 
















Colin Richardson 
Roger Johns 







Dave-Merton 
Ed Stangeland 





Referee: A. E. Humphrey 


Heat 
No. 





RIDER 


Dave-dessup 

Jim McMillan 
Richard Greer 
Gordon Kennett 
Bruce Cribb 
Barry Thomas 
Larry Ross 


Ed Stangeland 
Bob Kilby 
Mick Hines 


Larry Ross 
Martin Ashby 
Jim McMillan 
Dave-Marton 
Barry Thomas 

; ree 
Gordon Kennett 
Colin Richardson 


Zenon Plech 
Bruce Cribb. 
Roger Johns 
Richard Greer 


Richard Greer 
Larry Ross 

Colin Richardson 
Mick Hines 


Dave Morton 
Zenon Plech 
Barry Thomas 


Beb-Kilby 
Gordon Kennett 
Roger Johns 
Martin Ashby 
Mitch Shirra 

Ed Stangeland 
Bruce Cribb 

Jim McMillan 
Mick Hines 
Barry Thomas 
Jim McMillan 
Roger Johns 
Mitch Shirra 
Dave Morton 
Richard Greer 
Bob Kilb 
Gordon Kennett 
Larry Ross 
Zenon Plech 

Ed Stangeland 
Martin Ashby 
Colin Richardson 
Dave Jessup 
Bruce Cribb 


Substitute 
or Remarks 


N 


TERVAL 





Timekeeper: Keith Brown 


Helmet Finishing 
Colour Position 











Points 





IN THE EVENT OF A TIE FOR FIRST PLACE:- 





Ist... £100; 2nd... £50; 3rd... £25; 
4th...£10; 5th... £5; 


* * *Plus watches valued at over £200 for the first three riders* * * 


Presentations by 


FAVRE-LEUBA (UK) LTD 


Makers of fine Swiss Watches 





1975 LAURELS: Winner Tommy Jansson with runner-up Phil Crump (left) 
and Dave Jessup who finished third 





MARCH 


@ 
Thu 18 Reading (Ch) L32—46 
Wed 24 White City (Ch) L38—40 
Thu 25 Poole (SGC) W46—32 


Mon 29 Exeter (SGC) W41—37 ‘ ; 
APRIL Subject to Alteration 
Thu = 1_- Exeter (SGC) W41—36 
Thu 8 Belle Vue (Gulf BL) L35—43 
Fri 9 Newport (SGC) L31—47 
Wed 14 Poole (SGC) L36—52 
Thu 15 Daily Express Spring Thu 5 Newport (Ch) W44—33 
Classic (T.V.) Jessup Thu 12 Kings Lynn (Gulf BL) W45—33 
BHM 19 Ipswich (Gulf BL) L34—44 Wed 18 White City (Gulf BL) L33—45 
Thu 22 Newport (SGC) W46—32 Thu 19 Hull (Gulf BL) W45—33 
Mon 26 Birmingham (SSC) W40—38 Fri 20 Wolverhampton (GBL) L36—42 
Wed 28 Hull (Gulf BL) L32—46 Tue 24 Crayford (4-Team 
Thu 29 Birmingham (SSC) W48—30 Tournament) Hackney 
MAY Thu 26 Cradley United (GBL) W40—38 
Thu 6 Halifax (Gulf BL) W48—30 Sat 28 Belle Vue (Gulf BL) L24—54 
Sat 8 Coventry (Gulf BL) L31%—46% BHM 30 Sheffield (Gulf BL) W52—26 
Thu 13 Marlboro Southern (QR) Jansson SEPTEMBER 
Sat 15 Halifax (Gulf BL) L35—43 Thu = 2 Hackney (Gulf BL) L38—39 
Thu 20 No Home Meeting Sat 4 Swindon (Gulf BL) L25—52 
Thu 20 Sheffield (Gulf BL) D39—39 Thu 9 Poole (Gulf BL) W43—35 
Tue 25 Leicester (Gulf BL) L35—42 Sat 11 Kings Lynn (Gulf BL) L37—41 
Thu 27 Swindon (Ch) W42—36 Wed 15 Poole (Gulf BL) L32—46 
BHM 31 Embassy Internationale Thu 16 Newport (Gulf BL) W47-31 
(T.v.) Simmons Sat 18 Cradley United (GBL) L30—48 
JUNE Thu 23 Reading (Gulf BL) W40-—-38 
Thu 3 Leicester (Gulf BL) W54—24 Sun 26 Eastbourne (4-Team 
Thu 10 Skol)Pairs Classic Jessup— Davis Tournament} White City 
Thu 17 Birmingham (Gulf BL) W44—34 Thu 30 Swindon (Gulf BL) L38—40 
Thu 24 Belle Vue (SSC) L35—43 OCTOBER 
Mon 28 Reading (Gulf BL) L32—46 Sat 2 New National League 
JULY Riders’ Championship Owen 
Thu 1 Grand Prix Simmons Sun 3 Mildenhall (4-Team 
Thu 8 Golden Wonder 4-Team Tournament) Ipswich 
Tournament Reading Mon = 4 Birmingham (Gulf BL) W44—34 
Thu 15 Ipswich (SGC Final— Thu 7 White City (Gulf BL) D39—39 
1st Leg) W40—38 Fri 8 Newport (Gulf BL) L35—43 
Sat 17 Ipswich Gulf BL) L36—42 Mon 18 Exeter (Gulf BL) L35—43 
Thu 22 Coventry (Gulf BL) L38—40 Thu 21 Exeter (Gulf BL) W43—34 
Thu 29 Wolverhampton (GBL) D39-—39 Thu 28 Favre-Leuba Laurels 
Fri 30 Hackney (Gulf BL) L29-—49 (Home Meetings in Bold) 
Sat 31 Belle Vue (SSC) L29—49 





Gk AR EB AoC 
GPENENG 


THURSDAY MARCH 17 
at 745 p.m. 


AS THE curtain prepares to come down 
on another speedway season at Plough 
Lane—the 43rd since the introduction of 
the sport in 1928—we can all look 
back over a campaign which will be 
remembered for one black 
chapter in May. 

Until the tragic death of 
Tommy Jansson—a fact 
which still seems hard to 
grasp—there was cause for 
great optimism in the Dons 
camp. Performances in the 
Spring Gold Cup, including 
a notable victory at Exeter, 
augered well for the future. 

But it wasn’t to be. 
Wimbledon have had their 
backs to the wall since May 
and it says much for the 
character of the side that 
despite enormous adversity 
they pulled through .. . 
together. That doesn’t mean 
to say that every rider lived 
up to his full potential, but 
it is difficult and more than 
a little unkind to knock 

riders who at least give of 
their best. 

My own feeling is 
that Wimbledon can be 
thankful Mick Hines 

joined the red and 

yellow ranks this © 

season. He has a 

pleasant, uncom- 

plicated attitude 
to his racing, pays 

Precious little 

heed to repu- 

tations and gets 
on with the job. 

His spirit and 

determination 

rubbed off on 
those around 

and while Mick 

had his problems 

at various stages 
generally his form 







































Risin g 
was a revalation. 

Hit final average will not fully indicate 
the contribution he made nor his own 
personal improvement but Mick Hines was 
certainly one of the better things to happen 
to Wimbledon in 1976. 

It is still very easy to forget that Larry 
Ross is completing his first full season of 
British League racing. His potential was 
there for all to see last term and Larry 
has continued to live up to expectations. 
Barry Briggs, who first brought Larry over 
to England, saw his protege ride for the 
first time in several weeks last Thursday 
and was suitably impressed. Larry has 
put a new edge to his riding, is more 
aggressive without being any the less safe, 
and I’m sure he will continue to go from 
strength to strength. 

Ed Stangeland has been running up 
some impressive scores of late and but for 
some disastrous mechanical troubles Ed 
would have scored more points. Many is 
the time he has been forced to ride 
borrowed bikes and that is never easy. Ed, 
to my mind, is an ideal team member, with 
a fairly unflapable temperament and a solid 
consistency. There dre times when he fails 
to produce the goods; likewise frequent 
occasions when Ed comes up trumps. 

A bonus for Wimbledon in 1976 was 
the timely arrival of Colin Richardson, a 
gutsy 17-year-old with a “go out and get 
‘em’ style so well-received at Plough 


to the occasion 


BY PHILIP RISING 


Lane. Colin wants to spend at least another 
season in the New National League and, in 
all honesty, one cannot blame him for 
that. But racing in the British League will 
pay handsome dividends for Colin and he 
has a rich future—hopefully with 
Wimbledon. 

Stefan Salomonsson is another with a 
credit to his name. | never envied Stefan 
coming into a Wimbledon side as a 
“replacement” for the luckless Tommy 
Jansson. He found himself in a somewhat 
invidious position; comparisons, though 
cruel, were natural. Stefan came as an 
unknown, with little experience. But as a 
Swede from Smederna he was expected to 
be another Tommy Jansson. 

Well, he’s not. Stefan is Stefan and as 
such has made good progress and can now 
be looked upon as a valuable addition to 
the squad. Stefan is still in his speedway 
infancy, but he has ability and will get 
very much better. 

It has not been the best of years for 
Roger Johns, whose confidence has taken 
several knocks as a result of a couple of 
uncomfortable injuries. Roger is his own 
worst enemy. There are times when he 
shows flashes of what he can do, occasions 
when one despairs for him. His biggest 
single problem is gating but a few good 
wins under his belt would do wonders for 
him. 


PIII AIAA AAA AIASI AAA AHIASAASISASASAS AAAS IK 


Now you can relive those magic 
moments thanks to 


ww 


TAPE-A-SPORT 


x 


satereWebek most of the Dons meetings on tape 
Prices from £1.85 from the supporters kiosk. 


A special Tribute to Tommy Jansson tape is also available 
all proceeds to the Tommy Jansson Memorial Fund. 


EVERY THURSDAY 


Home of the champions 
See the famous 


DONS ii’ ction 


The best in the world 


EVERY WEDNESDAY 
AND FRIDAY PLUS 
\ MANY MONDAYS 


EVERY. SA TURDAY 


Until season en 


| STOCKS, SUPER STOCKS 
vay. HOTRODS, MIDGETS 
OR BANGERS 


— OPEN DAILY-am-11pm 


LUXURY CLUB LOUNGE 





~ AA sSFULLY LICENSED - SNACKS: 
~~ , ____ PROFESSIONAL TUITION 
int SPORTSWEAR SHOP: RACKET HIRE 








